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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS - Grade 4 THEME: Caring For Others

PART 1

WRITING FROM KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE

People show they care for others in different ways. One way is to do kind things for
people they know, such as family members or friends. Another way is to care for animals.
Still other ways are by doing things for their communities or the world around them.

WRITE ABOUT THE THEME:

HOW PEOPLE SHOW THEY CARE FOR OTHERS

You might, for example, do one of the following:

write about a caring thing you, or someone you know, has done for someone else
OR
describe how someone you know sets a good example of caring for others
OR

write about the first time you were given responsibility for taking care of
something or someone

OR

write about the theme in your own way.

You may use examples from real life, from what you read or watch, or from your
imagination.

Pages 5—8 in this test booklet may be used for writing down ideas, organizing your
thoughts, or writing a rough draft. Use the checklists on page 9 to help you improve your
writing. Nothing written in this booklet will be scored. Your final copy must be written in
your Part 1 ANSWER FOLDER starting on page 1.

When you are ready, you may begin your draft.

Page 4 GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE



Michigan Educational Assessment Program
Grade 4 English Language Arts
Holistic Scorepoint Descriptions
Part 1: Writing from Knowledge and Experience

Here is an explanation of what readers think about as they score your writing.

6

The writing is exceptionally engaging, clear, and focused. Ideas and content are thoroughly developed
with relevant details and examples where appropriate. The writer’s control over organization and the
connections between ideas moves the reader smoothly and naturally through the text. The writer shows a
mature command of language including precise word choice that results in a compelling piece of writing.
Tight control over language use and mastery of writing conventions contribute to the effect of the
response.

The writing is engaging, clear, and focused. Ideas and content are well developed with relevant details
and examples where appropriate. The writer’s control over organization and the connections between
ideas effectively moves the reader through the text. The writer shows a command of language including
precise word choice. The language is well controlled, and occasional lapses in writing conventions are
hardly noticeable.

The writing is generally clear and focused. Ideas and content are developed with relevant details and
examples where appropriate, although there may be some unevenness. The response is generally
coherent, and its organization is functional. The writer’s command of language, including word choice,
supports meaning. Lapses in writing conventions are not distracting.

The writing is somewhat clear and focused. Ideas and content are developed with limited or partially
successful use of examples and details. There may be evidence of an organizational structure, but it may
be artificial or ineffective. Incomplete mastery over writing conventions and language use may interfere
with meaning some of the time. Vocabulary may be basic.

The writing is only occasionally clear and focused. Ideas and content are underdeveloped. There may be
little evidence of organizational structure. Vocabulary may be limited. Limited control over writing
conventions may make the writing difficult to understand.

The writing is generally unclear and unfocused. Ideas and content are not developed or connected. There
may be no noticeable organizational structure. Lack of control over writing conventions may make the
writing difficult to understand.

Not ratable if:

A

B
C
D

off topic
illegible
written in a language other than English

blank/refused to respond



ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: PART 1
(WRITING FROM KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE)
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Score Point: 1

Although this response addresses the theme of caring for others through the perspective of setting a good
example, the content is not developed and the ideas are not connected. A lack of control of writing
conventions (spelling, grammar) makes the response difficult to understand.
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Score Point: 1

This response is a list of various ways the student cares for others. None of the ideas presented are
developed, and there is no noticeable organizational structure. The language used is limited and

repetitive (sometimes, I had to).
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Score Point: 1

This response is generally unclear and unfocused. There is an attempt to develop an idea (take care of
my basketball) with a few details, but it soon becomes repetitive and loses direction. There is little
control of some writing conventions (punctuation).
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Score Point: 2

This response attempts to focus on one idea (how mom sets a good example) with a list of examples as
support. However, these examples are underdeveloped and begin to connect to each other only toward
the end of the response. There is little evidence of organizational structure.
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Score Point: 2

While this response is focused on the stated theme (how people show they care for others), the support
given consists of a long list of underdeveloped examples. Few of these examples are connected to each
other, showing a general lack of organizational structure.
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Score Point: 2

This response remains focused on a single topic (to take care of two dogs), but the ideas and content are
underdeveloped. Ideas are presented randomly, showing only slight evidence of organizational structure.
The vocabulary is limited and somewhat repetitive.
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Score Point: 3

While this response is somewhat clear and focused on one idea (how the people at Urgent Care cared for
me), it is only partially developed with a limited number of details. There is sequential organization of
events. The use of time elements (One Saturday night, then, finally, first, second, after) to connect so
many sentences in a very short piece distracts the reader from the content.
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Score Point: 3

This response contains a major shift in focus (from the dog, Dixie, to the cat) with no transition or setup,
making the organizational structure ineffective. While the latter portion of the response begins to have

some development, the details provided are limited and general rather than specific. Vocabulary choices
are basic.
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Score Point: 3

This response is somewhat focused on one idea (lots of caring things for others) and develops two
parallel examples (my dog, my sister). Although some ideas are extended (I read to her because she likes
listening to me), most of the details provided are general rather than specific. More development is
needed to receive a higher score.
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Score Point: 4

This response is generally clear and focused on a single event that illustrates caring for others (saved
my sister’s life). Ideas are developed with relevant and specific details (in the beautiful lake with her
barbies and an intertube, slimy rocks) and word choices (murky bottom, paddling furiously) support
meaning. Organization is functional as the events move sequentially through time.
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Score Point: 4

This response is clear and focused on the many specific ways grandmother cares for others. Ideas are
developed with several relevant details and examples, but some of this development remains uneven
and sounds listy. An organizational structure is evident (me, her dog, my brother). Word choices
(satisfied with my homework) support meaning.
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Score Point: 4

This response is clear and focused on the writer’s illness and how his mother takes care of him. The
content is developed with relevant details (it taste just like I thout DISGUSTING) and the use of
dialogue (“Mom I don’t feel good,” I said). The narrative form provides a functional
organizational structure, and specific word choices are effective and support meaning (weasing,
muttered, Gulp gulp).
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Score Point: 5

This response about the student’s mother caring for a lost dog remains clear and focused. The content is
well developed with relevant details (she put the canine on a leash) that effectively move the reader
through the text. The narrative form provides an organizational structure through a sequential ordering
of events. Language is controlled, with occasional lapses in writing conventions not affecting the
reader’s understanding of the content.
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Score Point: 5

This response is clear and tightly focused on the idea of fixing up grandpa’s grave. Ideas are supported
by many specific details (Styrofoam sheets, temporary grave marker) and the content is well developed.
Sequential narrative organization is apparent, and the writer’s use of precise word choice (empty old
water carrier, my mom beeped the horn) helps to create a controlled essay. Surface feature errors do not
interfere with understanding.
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Score Point: 5

This engaging response is clear and focused on the boy and the bully. The language is well controlled,
and the text effectively uses dialogue and many specific and relevant details to move the reader through
a narrative sequence of connected events. The writer manages an unusual and sophisticated twist at the
end. Word choice is precise (the bully finally tracked him down, the kids charged out of the school) and
occasional lapses in writing conventions do not interfere with understanding.
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Score Point: 6

This response is exceptionally engaging and clearly focused. Ideas and content are thoroughly developed
with an ample number of specific and relevant details, and the student’s effective use of dialogue
throughout the essay moves the reader smoothly through the text. The mature command of language and
control of organization help contribute to the effect of a compelling piece of writing.




